Gospel Matthew Bible Study #1
Matthew 1:18-25              The Birth Of Jesus Christ

1. Discuss the three stages of Jewish marriage.

a. the engagement: arrangement when they are young
b. the betrothal: legal binding as wife and husband in one year. They don’t live together during one year period.
c. the marriage proper

2. What does the genealogy tell about Joseph? 1:16

=Abraham to David to Joseph: in the line of royal family

How might Joseph have thought about Mary during their betrothal?

=The most beautiful period of marriage life.

How might Mary have thought about Joseph during their betrothal?

=all her heart for Joseph.

3. What painful news did Joseph hear about Mary? 1:18  How might Joseph have felt about Mary?

=Mary was pregnant.

What sin was it when a betrothed woman became pregnant not by her husband? Deut.22

=adultery

What did the Law of Moses command to a woman who committed adultery? Deut.22:21
=kill her by stoning until death.

How did Joseph want to solve the problem? 1:19

=Joseph was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
4. What prophecy foretold God’s coming as a human baby? Isaiah 9:6

=For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called wonderful

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace

What prophecy foretold about the virgin birth of the Christ? 1:22,23, Isaiah 7:14

=Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

How was Jesus conceived in Mary’s womb? 1:18

=Through the Holy Spirit.

Could Joseph know about this?

=impossible to know

How could the whole Israel miss the point of God’s coming as a baby?

=God is coming as a baby

5. Mary was facing a divorce and a possible death by stoning.

When Mary dies, what would happen to the baby Jesus?

=no salvation

How did God intervene to protect Mary and the baby? 1:20  What was the angel’s instruction?

=Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

  because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit

a. to take Mary home as your wife

b. what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit: revelation of God
c. She will give birth to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus. What does ‘Jesus’ mean?

=Name Jesus: Savior, Joshua: Johova saves

=Christ-the anointed(messiah)

d. He will save His people from their sins.

e. What was Joseph’s mission as God carried out His salvation plan?

=protect Mary and the baby

6. Joseph had a Bible study with an angel through a dream.
a. What did he do when he woke up? 1:24

=God’s will

b. What name did he give the baby when he was born? 1:25

=he obeyed what angel said to him.

7. Who is Jesus?

=God in the beginning

=this God came to this world as sacrificial offering to remove all our sins.

=Jesus cleanses me and purifies me.

=it was possible because Mary and Joseph
