Gospel Luke Bible Study #41

Luke 15:11-32           
The parable of the loving father

1.  How many sons did a man have? 15:11

=two sons

What did the younger son ask his father? 15:12
=share

What is ‘my share of the estate’? 15:12


=older received double


=it is insulting for the father


=after father’s death, children receive share

Why couldn’t the younger son wait for his share of inheritance after the death of his father?


=he doesn’t want to come back

What did the father do? 15:12


=they divided his property between them.

2. the younger son

What did the younger son do with the money? 15:13,14a,30


=wasted money with prostitutes like Las Vegas

What is a proper way of managing money?

=set aside tax


=set aside tithe


=set aside money for emergency situations.

What was his financial situation when a severe famine started? 15:14


=he became penniless

What kind of job did he get? 15:15


=feeding pigs

How might he have been humiliated? 15:16

=it is not clean job


=cursed job

Do you think he stole some of the pods from the pigs?


=yes

What does it mean that ‘he came to his sense’? 15:17

=he realized he is in wrong place


=he realized he sinned against his father


=people lost sense when they have a lot of money.

What did he decide to do? 15:18


=go back to his father

What were his repentant words? 15:18,19

=I have sinned against heaven and against you. 


=I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants

What words might unrepentant son say?

=I am out of money. Give me money

He did wrong to his father. Why did he say he sinned against heaven and against you? 15:18, 21


=he broke the law


=sin against God

=we need to ask God’s forgiveness

How did he put his decision into an action? 15:20


=he put decision into action

3. His father 
saw him…..                    What did his father see? 
=Bagger, filthy hand, pale face with hunger
was filled with compassion…..     Why wasn’t he angry with the son who wasted all the money?

=forgiveness

ran to his son…….               How did the son’s arrival speed up?

=God himself run to meet repentant sinners

kissed him fervently.             When do you kiss?

                              What does the father’s fervent kiss mean to the son?


=strong emotion, love, and passion

=so much love


=they perceived love and forgiveness


=this is the sign of welcome


=full restoration and strong assurance 

What did the father order to his servant?


=bring out the best dress


=a ring: authority


=sandal: only owner’s children can wear 

What new image did the father see in the son?

=fully restored 

Do you want to remain in smelly old rags or receive the new clothes the heavenly Father gives?

=God is giving new clothes and new sandals with a ring

=we will be transform as princes and princesses


=This is God’s heart toward repentance sinner

4. the old son

         What did the old son find out from the sound of music and dancing from home? 15:25,26,27




=music and dancing

         Why did the father go out and plead with his older son? 15:28




=the older brother became angry and refused to go in. 




=the father also loved older son.

         What were the reasons that the older son was angry and refused to go in? 15:29, 30



=you are not fair 

         How did he expose his brother’s sinful past? 15:30




=remind how sinful he was

         Do you agree or not with the older son?



=no

         With what words did the father try to explain? 15:31,32




=everything I have is your




=lost and found, dead and alive

         What does ‘lost’ mean?  What does ‘found’ mean? 15:24, 32




=spiritually dead


spiritually alive




=far away from God

return to God




=without God



with God

         What did the older son not understand about his father? 15:24,32 



=he didn’t understand how much he loves own children

         What kind of sinner is the older son?




=sinner of self-righteous 




=social standard and moral standard




=younger son: tax collectors, sinners and prostitutes




=older son: Pharisees and religious leaders

5. Among the two sons who understood the father’s heart of love and forgiveness?
=younger son

=salvation comes not through self-righteousness, but through grace of God

Are you ‘lost’ or ‘found’?



=once we were lost, but now we are found in God



=the old has gone, the new has come
