Gospel John Bible Study #57

John 3:1-13                      You must be born again.

1.   What is the goal of your life?                  (     ) a business man or a CEO

(     ) a politician, a lawyer, or a journalist      (     ) a scientist, a doctor, or a teacher
(     ) a truth seeker, a pastor, a priest or a monk  (     ) an artist, a dancer, or a musician

(     ) to find true love and marry happily       (     ) I don’t know what I want to do.

2. What did Nicodemus pursue and accomplish in his life?

3:1   a man of the Pharisees: several thousand Pharisees-trained religious leaders
     A ruler of the Jews: Sanhedrin member-supreme court member and top 72 in congress.
3:10  the teacher of Israel: top educator and scholar
Super achiever
3. How hard do you think Nicodemus studied and worked to accomplish these in his life?
=from his age 7, he studied all the way to be top

Why did he come at night?
=back door visit

=he has some problem

=he didn’t want to come daytime

=something was very important to ask 

=If I would reach what I want to be, I would be happy.

=after accomplishing what he wanted, he still was empty

=the more you have, the more you loose

=true seeker-Pharisees
4. What did Nicodemus believe in Jesus? 3:2
=we know that you are a teacher come from God

=Jesus early 30’s years old
In what aspect was he different from other Pharisees?
=Pharisees considered Jesus as enemy, but Nicodemus believed that God is with Jesus
Whom do you go when you have an impossible life problem?
=wise person, respectful person, 

=we go Jesus. Jesus will give us God’s answer

=we need to ask Jesus
5. According to Jesus, what was Nicodemus’ problem and what was the solution? 3:3,5
=Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God

=Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God

=blind man-no solution

=born again

How did Jesus know Nicodemus’ problem even before he mentioned about it?
=Jesus knows what is our real problem is.

=even though Nicodemus didn’t even mention it

In what condition does one live his life unless he is born again?
=beauty, money, power-blind, honor, fame, car, house, 
=soul darkness, empty heart, spiritual blindness, a man of flesh
No one can see the kingdom of God…………….

No one can enter the kingdom of God…………….
In what condition does one live his life when he is born again?
=he connected to God, eternal life, God’s blessing 

=spiritual blessing, joy in Christ, eternal joy
                     He can see the kingdom of God…………………..

                     He can enter the kingdom of God…………………

6. What is the way of being born again? 3:5
=repentance

=John the Baptist is baptizing with water, God is baptizing with Holy Spirit
How did Nicodemus interpret the word of Jesus about being born again? 3:4
=Going back to mother’s womb
What kind of religion had Nicodemus been practicing?
=offering one tenth of their income, he prayed three times, he was fasting every Friday

=But no relationship with God, God is far away from him.

=God is not a personal God

=They don’t have savior from heaven

=all other religion require human effort, but God requires our true repenting heart

7. Parents give physical birth. Who gives spiritual birth? 3:6, John 1:12,13
=the flesh is flesh, The Spirit is spirit

=But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God
 Who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God
What is the best analogy to explain the work of the Spirit? 3:8
=it has power like wind

=invisible

=change

=will-we can’t control wind-The spirit either

=wind is the best example of the Holy Spirit
8. How many times did Jesus teach about the necessity of being born again? 3:3,5,7
=unless one is born again-v.3

=unless one is born of water and the spirit-v.5

=You must be born again-v.7
How did Nicodemus respond to Jesus’ teaching? 3:4, 9
=How can a man be born when he is old?-v.4

=How can these things be?-v.9

=based on his frame of thinking, he thought doing something
What is your response to Jesus’ teaching about being born again?
=for 
9. How did Jesus rebuke Nicodemus? 3:10
=Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things?
What was Nicodemus’ inner problem that hindered his spiritual rebirth? 3:11, 12
=Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things?

=his heart was hardened
Why is Jesus qualified to speak about heavenly things? 3:2, 13
=v.2 no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him

=v.13 Jesus descended from heaven, the Son of Man

=we don’t understand heaven, but we understand through Jesus
10. In light of this passage what should Nicodemus’ first step be to be born again? 3:3, 5, 6, 7
=v.3 Nicodemus needs to be born again

=he is the man of this world

=something is missing 
