Gospel John Bible Study #66

John 21:1-14              An Invitation To The Beach Breakfast

1. What were the seven disciples doing? Where were they?
How did it happen? 21:1-3
When did Simon Peter give up fishing? Mt. 4:19, Mk. 1:16-18
Why did Simon return to fishing?
=lost calling

=there was nothing to do

=returned to the past profession and to the worldly life
2. What was the result of the night fishing? 21:3b
=I am going fishing

=They caught nothing at that night
How might the disciples have felt when they caught nothing? 15:5
=a part from me, there is nothing

=They couldn’t catch any fish

=This is big disappointment.

=failure is in the world

=It is discouraging experience
3. When and where did the risen Jesus come to the disciples?
=Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore
For whom did the risen Jesus appear this time?
=Whole chapter 21 is for Peter
Why didn’t the disciples realize that it was Jesus?
=It was dark and 100 yards away

=they need spiritual insight
What did the stranger on the shore say to them?
=Children, do you have any fish?
What did they answer?

=No
=failure answer is short

4. What did the stranger on the shore say to them to do and what did he promise? 21:6a
=Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some

Why might the disciples have difficulty to follow this advice from a stranger on the shore?
=already confirmed there was no fish
What did the disciples do? What was the result?
=they obeyed to Jesus
=they were humble

=they were not able to haul it in because of the quantity of fish
How might the disciples have felt in their hearts?
=Now they had open heart
=they were joyful

=recovering confidence 

Compare the hard labor of the seven fishermen and one time obedience to the word of Jesus.

=7 x 6 x 11 hours = 462 times: no fish


=1 time to obey Jesus: great catch
What was the way of Jesus when He restored the disciples from their failure?

=Jesus gave them big success where they failed and what they failed.


=Where we failed, Jesus will give us overcome.


=No shadow of failure
5. Who first recognized that it was the Lord? 21:7
=John
Why did he have a keener insight to recognize Jesus than six other disciples did?

=this was spiritual insight

=John saw who is behind the miracle


=John understood Jesus is the behind miracle
How did Peter act to meet the risen Jesus? 21:7

=out of respect, he can’t go to Jesus without clothes.
How did the rest disciples meet the risen Jesus? 21:8

=came in the boat
6. When they landed, what did they see? 21:9
=a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread
Who was cooking the fish and the bread?

=Jesus
What did the disciples do when they arrived on the shore? 21:11

=full of large fish, 153 of them
What did Jesus say to invite them to the breakfast? 21:12a

=come and have breakfast
Why was it the best word for the disciples to hear at that time?

=hungry and exhausted 
What did Jesus do to the speechless disciples? 21:13

=Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish
What did it show that none of the disciples dared ask Jesus, “Who are you?”

=because all of them knew it was Jesus

=there was some distance between Jesus and disciples
7. Outline the whole chapter 21.
=fishing failure—big catching—breakfast –Peter’s faith: Jesus reinstated Peter’s calling

=Big catching: revealing not the fish but Jesus
=Breakfast: intimate relationship

=Peter’s faith is important as a leader

=Overcoming failure and building relationship and restoring faith and reinstating calling
Why did Jesus appear not before but after their failure?
Why did Jesus give them the great catch?

Why did Jesus invite them to the breakfast?

