Gospel John Bible Study #48

John 15:1-16            I am the vine. You are the branches.

                      Remain in me and I will remain in you.
1.   How many times is each word mentioned?
     * vine : 3times           * abide (remain) :11         * branch:6            * fruit:7
2. Why does a gardener plant a grape vine? Who is the gardener? God
How does the gardener care for the branches?  To every branch that does not bear fruit: takes away
                                       To every branch that does bear fruit: prunes
What happens to the branches without cutting and pruning?
=wasted energy
=Israel couldn’t bear good fruit for God
What else has the cleaning power in us beside cutting and pruning? 15:3
=Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you

=Word of God is cleaning in us and our heart
3. What is the role of the vine?
=sending nutrition to branches like pipeline

=sending sap of life
Why is Jesus the true vine? 15:1
=life come through Jesus
=Jesus is source of life

=we receive true life from Jesus
As the true vine, what single point does Jesus say to the branches? 15:4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10,

=Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing
4. What is the role of the branches?
=bearing fruit
Why can’t a branch bear fruit by itself? 15:6
=If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned
=It has to receive sap through the vine
What happens to the branches that remain in the vine? 15:5
=natural result
What happens to the branches that do not remain in the vine? 15:4, 5, 6
=any branches apart from the vine can do nothing. 

=dies
What is the single importance of the branches for bearing fruit?
=Branches must remain in the vine
Who are the branches? 15:16
=Christians

=v.16 you did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 

 that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
For what purpose has Jesus chosen us? 15:16
=to go and bear fruit
What kind of fruits will the chosen branches bear? 15:16
=eternal life
=through me, others will have eternal life
What kind of care from the gardener should each branch expect? 15:2
=he will prune us

=he will improve us

=he will trim branches for bearing more fruit

=God will prune our personal life: wasting money, time, energy

=very painful

=ex. Abraham let Ismael go to desert
What does the Father do to the branches in addition to cutting and pruning? 15:7b, 16b
=ask whatever you wish, it will be done for you

=so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you
What does our fruit bring to the Father, Jesus, and ourselves? 15:8, 11
=Glory to the Father

=my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full
Who harvests the fruit? What is our share? 
=God

=joy 

=fruit are God’s, but joy stays with us
How have you been trying to be fruitful in your own life?

=without Jesus, everything is in vain
5.  What is remaining in Jesus in practical life?

a. Remain in my word………….15:7
=we need to study and learn and keep Jesus word
b. Remain in my love……………15:9
=obeying his word: it is not about convenient Christian life
c. Remain in prayer……………..15:7, 16b
=powerful Christian life comes from prayer life
d. What is flowing through while we remain in Jesus?
=Jesus gives life to me 

= the life through me is delivered to others
6. Fruit bearing love.
a. What is the source of this fruit bearing love? 15:10b, 9
=love between Father and the son
b. What kind of love is this? 15:13
=greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends
c. How does Jesus try to make this love work through the chosen? 15:12, 17
=love one another as I have loved you

=These things I command you, so that you will love one another

=when we practice this command, God’s love and life flow through us to others
d. How will those who practice this love be promoted in their position? 15:14,15
=Jesus friend

=our position is promoted to Jesus friends
e. What is the difference between the work of a servant and the work of a friend?
=servant looks at the o’clock

=servant doesn’t understand what his master is doing

=friend understands friend’s business

=ex. Abraham was heard from God what God will do to Sodom

=friend will work because master is sharing

=life and sacrificial love go together
f. After all, what is the Father’s business about?
=saving people

=eternal life

=add value and create value

=establishing care

Psalms 1:2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night
Active remaining Jesus
