Gospel John Bible Study #39

John 12:1-11                 Jesus was anointed at Bethany.

1.   Check your heart for Jesus;     (     ) cold,   (     ) lukewarm,   (     ) hot

When did Jesus return to Bethany from a village near the desert? 12:1
-Six days before the Passover
      How many days did Jesus have before His death?
· Six days
      How might Jesus have felt knowing that his death was near?
2.   Why was Jesus the guest of honor at the dinner? 12:2
· Jesus raised Lazarus. 
3.   What did Mary do during the dinner? 12:3 She poured an expensive perfume to Jesus.
      What was the value of the perfume? a year’s wages. 
What did the perfume mean to Mary? All things for her like life saving account, hope, future, security,…
      Was it a customary act for the Israelites women to wipe man’s feet with her hair? It’s not.
      What kind of heart was there underneath this act? Show deep love for Jesus. 

· Action from her heart with full devotion, love, total, dedication.
4.   Compare Mary’s attitude to Jesus before and after her brother’s resurrection. 

      11:20, 32, 12:3
Before: She didn’t go out to meet Jesus. She stayed at home. She had complained. She was holding on perfume.

      As long as … her faith was in the boundary. 
After: She gave her perfume to Jesus. 

     Her heart was changed by her experience that her brother was raised by resurrection power.

     Life is most important than money. 
      What changes can you tell in Mary after experiencing the resurrection of her brother?
When do you think that we will pour our own perfume for Jesus? 
      Through experience of Jesus love, power…
5. What did Judas Iscariot say to criticize her act? 12:5, 6
· Waste money…
      Suppose a year’s wage of a man is $50,000.00

      How many desperately poor families could receive $1000.00?

      Which is better to give $1000.00 to poor families or to pour on Jesus at once?
      What kind of mind is there underneath Judah’s criticism? 12:6 He had stealing heart. 
6.   How did Jesus defend Mary’s act?
· Leave her alone
      How did Jesus accept her expensive perfume?
· For his the day of his burial. Jesus was comported by Mary. 
      How long did Jesus make the fragrance of her perfume spread? 
· Spreaded out to all believers
      What did Jesus see in her act; the waste or the heart? Her heart.
      When does a thing have its highest value? When Jesus accepted and used it. Jesus accepted and used our life. 
7.   Have you ever felt that your devotion to Jesus might be wasted?
     Why isn’t our devotion for Jesus a waste? 1Cor.15:58

· Our devotion for Jesus is not waste because Jesus sees our heart and used that. 
8.   Where else in the Bible has the anointing of Jesus been recorded? 
Matt. 26: 8-13 Bethany ; A woman (for burial)

Mark 14:3-11 Bethany ; A woman (for burial)

Luke 7:26-50 Galilee ; A sinful woman

John 12:1-11 Bethany; Many (for burial)
9.    Why did the chief priests plan to kill Lazarus? For removing the evidence.
      What was their way of work to protect their own power and position? 

· Kill and get rid of people. Act like people who didn’t fear God.
