Gospel John Bible Study #36

John 11:1-16                  The Death of Lazarus.
1. Why isn’t death the end?
-Death is the path of eternal life
Why should everyone be prepared for death? 
-Death comes at any time

-Lazarus was young, but died by sickness

-It comes to anyone and anytime
Are you prepared for death?

 -life insurance -.-

 -lists of sins must be forgiven by Jesus

 -forgive others

2. Describe the family of Lazarus. 11:1,5
-Bethany: Maria, Martha and Lazarus

-2 miles away from Jerusalem
What kind of faith did Martha and Mary have when their brother was sick?
-They called Jesus for help

-They trusted Jesus
What did Martha and Mary do? 11:3

-“Lord, the one you love is sick”
3. Where was Jesus? 10:40
-east side of Jordan river
What did Jesus answer when a messenger came from Martha and Mary? 11:4
-v.4 This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”
a.  This sickness will not end in death,

-He is not going to die


-This message will comfort two sisters

b.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.

-God’s resurrection power will be revealed.
c.  When is God’s glory revealed? Review previous six miracles.


-no wine: water to wine, enough wine, no miracle

-official’s son: he was almost to death, enough health, no miracle


-38 invalid man: he was paralyzed, enough to stand and walk, no miracle


-two fishes and five loaves: 5000 people, if they are not hungry, no miracle

   -storm: smooth sailing, there is no miracle

-born blind man: good vision

-Lazarus death: there is no death, there is no miracle

-If everything is going smoothly, there is no glory to God


-which side do we need to stand for glory of God

4. What action of love did Martha and Mary expect from Jesus? 
-immediately Jesus comes back
When did Jesus actually arrive? 11:17
-four days passed after Lazarus’s death
Could this be understood by Martha and Mary as Jesus not caring about them? 
-no…
What kind of dilemma of faith did they face when their brother died?
-why Jesus didn’t come and help their brother?
-what Jesus said is not matching with reality.
-This sickness will not end in death, but reality was dead and placed in the tomb

-reality speaks louder, but Jesus words were unreal.

-where is the faith

-God’s word will never be broken

5. After two days what did Jesus say to the disciples?
-Let us go back to Judea
Why were the disciples hesitant to go to Judea? 10:31, 11:8, 16

-Jews picked up stones to stone Jesus
-v.16 Let us also go, that we may die with him

6. Why wasn’t Jesus afraid of returning to Judea? 11:9,10

a. Are there not twelve hours of day light?
-this is 12 working hours

-God has designated to Jesus
-Jesus will die on the cross, before that nobody can kill Jesus
b. A man who walks by day will not stumble for he sees by this world’s light.
-no fear of death
c. It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.
-glory of man: the fear of loss 

-fear of death: disciples in fear of death
d. What is stumbling in this passage?

7. Why did Jesus want to return to Judea? 11:11
-Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up
How did the disciples interpret the word of Jesus? 11:12, 13
-natural sleeping
When did the disciples understand the meaning of sleeping and waking up?


 -after Jesus told them the meaning of sleeping

 -we often interpret God’s words to our own way.

8. Why is the word ‘sleep’ proper to describe death? 11:13,14, 1Cor.15:51
-sleep is temporary
9. What kind of faith did Thomas have in Jesus? 11:16

-Thomas didn’t understand at all
-Thomas wanted to obey for loyalty

-even though we don’t understand Jesus and God’s words, just obey
